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SCRI Blackcurrant Varieties

Ben Gairn

Ben StaravBen Klibreck

Ben VaneBig Ben*

Ben Hope

Ben Avon Ben Dorain

9476-2* Ben Finlay

*



New releases

Å Ben Starav(Ben Alder x ([E29/1 x (93/20 x S100/7)] x 
[ND21/12 x 155/9])

Å Consistently high yields (mean 10.07 t/ha2002-5), medium 
berries, low-medium chilling requirement, high Brixand 
juice yield, very high anthocyanincontent

Å Very strong growth habit

Å Ben Klibreck(Ben More x C2/13/15) x (Ben More x Ri-74020-16)

Å High yields (mean 10.2 t/ha), medium berry size, good 
growth habit, moderate/high chilling requirement, high 
vitamin C (c300mg/100ml) and anthocyanincontent



Ben Klibreck



New releases

Å Ben Vane[(2/40 x 243/7) x (Westrax 243/7)]

Å Very high yields in parts of central England ς
mean 11.6 t/ha (up to 19 t/ha)

Å Small-medium berry size

Å Chilling requirement moderate/high 2119

Å Mean date of full flower  c.14th April (Early)

Å Mean harvest date c.14th July

Å High juice yield and Brix

Å Low acidity, moderate-high vitamin C

Å Outstanding sensory properties



Latest release ςBen Finlay

Å Gall mite-resistant

Å High yields, suitable for low-input 
growing

Å Vigorous growth habit

Å Mid-season, medium sized berries

Å Excellent flavour

Å PVR applied for 2009

Å Available for licensing



SCRI 92127-1

Å Parentage: [(ND21/12 x Ben Lomond) x (F6/3/39 x 
243/7)] x B1834-12

Å Early mid season 

Å Development cf. Ben Hope:

ï Budbreak ca. 12 days earlier

ï First Flower 4 days earlier

ï Harvest 7 days earlier

Å Yields good in two sites in England in 2009 

Å Very stocky upright growth, with dense foliage  

Å High anthocyanins, medium Vitamin C

Å DƻƻŘ ȫƘŀƴƎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ όƻƴƭȅ мл҈ ŘǊƻǇ ŀŦǘŜǊ мп Řŀȅǎύ



SCRI 9265-6

Å Parentage:  (SCRI C2/4/51 x Ben Alder) x (SCRI 
C7/4/24 x Ben Gairn)

Å Late mid season  

Å Development cf. Ben Hope:
ï Budbreak3 days earlier
ï First flower up to 7 days earlier
ï Harvest similar

Å Tall vigorous growth  

Å Good yields ca. Ben Hope/Alder levels, but 
needs further assessment of harvesting 
capability  

Å Very promising but competing with other good 
seedlings for this season



Fresh Market Outlets for Blackcurrant

Å Increasing interest
ωRelated to health benefits
ωOften sold in mixed berry 

fruit packs

Å Different requirements and 
breeding objectives

ωCultural practices ςeg
protected cropping, on wires 
etc.

ωLarge berries preferred
ωGreen strigspreferred
ωHigher Brixlevels
ωHand picked on strig
ωLonger-term storage

SCRI 9476-2
[SCRI P8/5/42 x 
(Ben Gairn x Ben 
Alder)]



Big Ben (SCRI C2/15/40)

�‡Parentage:Complex cross 
involving (Goliath x Ojebyn) open 
pollination, Ben Nevis and 
Vistavotnaja.

ωBerry sizeςca. 2g (cf.     Ben Alder 
ca. 1.2g)

ωSuccessfully trialledthroughout 
UK and Europe as specialist variety 
ςsuitable for home gardens

ωMarketed by Winterwood Farms 
Ltd (www.winterwood.co.uk)


